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Abstract

This study is an attempt to evaluate contemporary Arab thought as expressed in
two themes: Renaissance and Modernity. The study Monitors some models in books

and articles between 1978 and 1987.

Our evaluation 1s a Critical one which selects the concepts of Modernity and
Renaissance, and tries to percieve their applications throughout actual historical

experience of the contemporary Arab movement toward progress.

We assume that the old question: "Why did the others progress while we regressed
Does not reflect the cultural problem anymore. However, it is another question:

"Why is it we haven't progressed yet?"

Our ambitions are to monitor the consequences of Renaissance and quernisation
in application , and to determine the responsibility for what took place in this
historical Arab experience. The social groups that led Renaissance in the past
and lead modernisation now - and which I called The Elite Society - carries the
greatest part for the responsibility of the dangerous situation that Arab -

I slamic societies find themselves in . Furthermore, they are burdened by total

dependency and continuous backwardness.
The problems of modernisation, advancement. backwardness and underdevelopment

cannot be dealt with except through disengaging with Western concepts and ideology

which dominate all criteria and yardsticks of understanding and awarness of the

VIA



actual intellectual and socio - political situation.

Arab progress since the Resaissance until the present time has been partial
and limited to a small, upper "Elite society", it . has downgraded the majority
of the masses and national societies which were negatively affected by modernisatioan
Modernisation , as applied, has harmed the possibility of useful and constructive |
progres;. On the contrary; modernisation has proven to be a source of subversion

and dismantlement.
In closing, we ask ourselves in this critical study: . about the eivilizational

model that Arab societies are marching towards and whether catching up with the

western model is desirable and possible?....
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